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Mathieson 
I.G. Mathieson of Cambridge made spinning 
wheels after retiring as a bank manager. The 
one in photograph 3-71 was made of kauri 
salvaged from a Methodist church that had 
burned down. It is signed in ink under the 
treadle and dated September 1978. 
 
Mathieson’s wheels (sometimes called Club 
Mini) have a most unusual drive band 
tension system: a little arm attached to the 
mother-of-all has a slot, along which slides a 
short axle. On the back end of this axle is a 
free-running wheel over which the drive 
band passes, and the band is tightened or 
loosened by sliding the axle with its wheel to 
left or right. On the front end of the axle is a 
knob which secures it in place.  
 
Not all have straight inside edges of the 
wheel felloes (segments). Some are rounded 
in the more usual way (photograph 3-73). 
 
Another type of Mathieson wheel 
(photograph 3-72) has the same tension 
system but not the tripod-like legs and is 
smaller and sturdier. Yet another is quite 
large, with an overall height of 94 cm (over 
36 inches).   

 
 
 

3-72 Small 
Mathieson 
 
 
 
 

 
3-71 Mathieson wheel 

 

 
3-73 Mathieson with curved  

felloes 
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3-75 McDonald wheel 

 
 
 
 
 

Matterson 
Garth Matterson made about 17 of these 
wheels in New Plymouth in the 1970s and in 
Auckland in the 1980s. They were made 
from recycled kauri, and have a small 
formica plate engraved with his name 
attached to the side of the table. 
 
3-74 Matterson wheel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayflower 
See Napier, below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
McDonald 
Beginning in 1961, Mr W.A. McDonald of 
Lyall Bay, Wellington, made at least 40 
wheels. They were based on the earlier 
Schofield, with its metal flyer frame (see 
below). They were apparently used in 
schools, and even sent to other places such as 
Indonesia to help learner spinners. This one 
has, cut into the crosspiece, “WA McDonald 
Sat 23 2.63”. 
 
See Chapter 5 on W.A. McDonald. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 McGreevy 
See Fleur, Jane, Marion above. 
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Mecchia  
Jim Mecchia produced about 20 of these 
upright wheels in the early 80s, but they did 
not prove as popular as Mecchia Saxony and 
double table wheels (chapters 2 and 4)  and 
were soon discontinued. This one was bought 
in July 1986 and is made of Southland beech 
except for the flyer which is mahogany. 
 

3-76 Mecchia upright wheel 
 
 

 
3-77 Mecchia upright detail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Millie 
This unusually styled little wheel was 
introduced to the Majacraft range in 2000. It 
does not fold, but has Majacraft’s 
characteristic double treadle and adjustable 
flyer position. 
 

3-78 Millie wheel 
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Morrison 
Walter Morrison of Christchurch took up 
spinning at the age of 65 when he retired 
from working for the tramways. During the 
second World War he spun with the ladies of 
the Navy League, and made spinning wheels 
for them as well. In 1973, at age 96, he was 
still spinning for about 10 hours a week. It is 
said that he would only make wheels for 
people he knew.  
 
There are differences between his wheels. 
The one in photograph 3-80, with its little 
kate, was made around 1968, of pine, rimu 
and possibly mahogany. It is very similar to 
the wheel by Ces Shields in photograph 3-
111 below, and it is likely that Morrison’s 
work was influenced by Shields’. 
 
 
3-79 Morrison wheel 
 
 
3-80, 3-81 (below, left and right) Morrison  
with wooden wheel, and its kate  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3-82 (left) Another Morrison 
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Nagy  
Istvan Nagy’s wheels, especially the upright 
model, were exported to several countries as 
well as sold locally. The metal plate on this 
one reads “1972 BY I. NAGY 
WELLINGTON NEW ZEALAND.” Like 
practically all his wheels, it is made from 
kauri, a New Zealand native timber. 
 

3-83 Nagy upright wheel 
 
The wheel below is unusual and probably 
one of Nagy’s first. It has no metal plate but 
a card stuck to the bottom with a workshop 
address of 16 Bay Road, Kilbirnie, so it must 
date from before he moved to his Newtown 
factory. It also has a wheel rim made in one 
piece from kauri veneer, instead of the usual 
6 felloes (sections). 
 
See chapter 5 on Nagy. 
 
 

3-84  
Early Nagy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Napier 
H.H. Napier made these wheels in his 
factory, Glenfield Industries, in Takapuna on 
Auckland's North Shore in the late 1960s. 
Some have an Airest label, but can be 
recognised by the shape of the treadle and the 
characteristic drive wheel. Napier also made 
Saxony wheels (chapter 2). 
 
See chapter 5 on Napier. 

3-85 Napier upright wheel 

  
 

  



 60 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Omana Industries 
See Sleeping Beauty, chapter 5. 
 
 
 
Peacock 
Les Peacock’s wheels are very compact and 
can be dismantled for travel by unscrewing 
the metal parts. There is a hook instead of an 
orifice, and the table is a characteristic 
triangle shape. The rod connecting the 
treadle to the footman passes through a slot 
in the back leg. The metal balance weights 
are visible in the back of the wheel.  The 
wheel on the left was bought from Mr 
Peacock in 1979.  
 
The wheel in the right-hand pictures is one of 
Karl Fomotor’s.  The connector rod still 
passes through the back leg, but the front of 
the flywheel and other turned parts are 
different, and the flywheel is smaller 
(compare it with the width of the table).  
 
3-86, 3-87 (left top and bottom) original 
Peacock wheel 
3-88, 3-89 (right top and bottom) Peacock by 
Fomotor 
 
See Beulah (above) and chapter 5 on 
Peacock wheels. 
 
 
 
Peggy 
See Little Peggy, above, and Wee Peggy, 
below. 
 
 
 
Pioneer 
Majacraft’s entry-level wheel, the Pioneer, 
was introduced in 2008. It has many of the 
features of other Majacraft wheels. It does 
not fold but the head is removable for 
transport. It is made of radiata pine and 
plywood, with an MDF drive wheel. 
 
3-90 Pioneer by Majacraft 
 
See chapter 5 on Majacraft.  
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Pixie  
This little folding wheel with a solid drive 
wheel and a carry strap was made by 
Sleeping Beauty. It was advertised for $98 in 
The Web in November 1979 but Alex Baillie 
is sure he never produced more than a 
prototype and Ray Chisholm says he did not 
sell them, so the few surviving examples may 
date from the early 1980s when Omana 
Industries was owned by Fisher and Paykel 
Finance.  
 
Unlike most other Sleeping Beauty wheels, 
the Pixie has Scotch tension, and the need for 
adjusting the drive band is avoided by using 
a stretchy band. The Pixie illustrated here has 
been decorated by the present owner. 
 
 
3-91 Pixie wheel 

folded 
 
See chapter 5 on 
Sleeping Beauty. 
 
 
 
 
 
Polly/Pollyanna  
Polly is one of the early Majacrafts by John 
Arlott. It has two treadles but they work 
together, not alternating. There is only one 
footman.  
 
Pollyanna is almost identical but has a true 
double treadle crank mechanism. The one 
shown here was 
purchased at the 
1990 Woolcrafts 
Festival, and was 
apparently one of 
about 6 decorated 
ones produced for 
that occasion. 
Neither Polly nor 
Pollyanna folds. 
 
See chapter 5 on 
Majacraft. 
 

3-93 Pollyanna 
wheel 

 
3-92 Pixie wheel 

 

 
3-94 Pollyanna, back view 



 62 

 
3-95 Poly wheel by Pipy 

 
 

 
3-97 Price wheel 

 
 
 
 

Poly  
The Pipy Poly wheel was designed by Philip 
Poore for the studio, to spin fancy, unusual 
and bulky yarns beyond the capability of the 
ordinary wheel. Its slowest ratio is 3:1, and 
the bobbins are very large. It is described as a 
“weavers wheel” in a 1981 Pipy Craft 
advertisement. The one in photograph 3-95 
has handwritten on the bottom of the treadle 
“MC 62 Chisholm” so it was made by Ray 
Chisholm not by Philip Poore. 

 
Some Polys have a 
metal wheel, but they 
can be distinguished 
from the Sprite (see 
chapter 5: it also is quite 
variable) by the mark 
MC under the treadle. 
Sprite is always marked 
MD. 
 
 
3-96 Poly with metal 
wheel 
 

 
See chapter 5 on Pipy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Price 
Noel Price of Greymouth on the West Coast 
of the South Island made 12 wheels in all. 
They spin very smoothly and quietly. The 
final 10 have his name either stamped on the 
wood or engraved in the aluminium.   
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Princess Indian Spinner 
The Princess appeared in a leaflet by 
Sleeping Beauty Craft Products, Box 1512, 
Auckland, New Zealand, and also in the 
Omana Industries leaflet. It was designed for 
spinning medium and bulky yarns, and 
appears to be a bobbin-lead wheel: that is, 
the drive band drives the bobbin not the 
flyer. 
 
See chapter 5 on Sleeping Beauty. 
 

Princess Indian Spinner by Sleeping Beauty 
 (from an old leaflet) 

 
Rees 
See Adam, above, and Woodcraft Industries, 
chapter 4. 
 
 
Regent 
See Shearman (below). 
 
 
Romney 
These wheels were manufactured, according 
to an advertising leaflet, by Business 
Products (N.Z.) Ltd. They are made of NZ 
native beech and kauri, and usually finished 
with a mahogany stain though I have seen 
one in light natural wood. The one-speed 
whorl is metal.   Romneys were supplied 
either kitset or 
assembled. One was 
bought new for 
about $100 in the 
early 1980s, and the 
maker is said to 
have lived in 
Wellington and to 
have worked for 
Wrightsons, a stock 
and station agent. 
 
 

3-98 (far right) 
Romney wheel 

 
3-99 Romney, 

side view 
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3-100 Majacraft Rose wheel 

 

 
3-101 Majacraft Rose”Special” with Maori 

koru design 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rose 
Rose is Majacraft’s high-end wheel, 
introduced in 1998. It has ratios of 4.25:1 to 
19.5:1, and a handle which folds out or in. Its 
upper half folds down and the position of the 
spinning head can be varied. The second 
photograph shows a specially made Rose 
with a Maori motif, fitted with a stylus 
(Majacraft’s quill spindle) and adjusted to a 
position that suits the spinning style of its 
owner. 
 
See chapter 5 on Majacraft. 
 

 
3-102 Rose “Special” detail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rotorua Woodcraft  
See Bressay, above, and Kintyre, chapter 2.  
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Schofield 
George Henry Schofield probably made his 
wheels from the late 1930s and through the 
war. He seems to have invented the flyer 
frame, a metal band holding the spindle, flyer 
and bobbin and pivoting on the support post 
to adjust tension. 
 
His first wheel is said to have been made for 
his wife, in oak (presumably imported from 
Japan, a trade which ceased early in the war). 
Soon he was making others of cheaper 
materials for use in 
schools and technical 
colleges – the wheel 
shown here was 
probably one of 
these. Only the flyer 
and wheel hub are 
oak. The rest is 
southern beech, a 
popular furniture-
making wood at the 
time, and it is very 
light and easy to 
carry.   A stay of stiff 
wire joins the front 
and back feet. 
 

See chapter 5 on 
Schofield. 

3-104 Schofield, side view 
 

 
Scholar  
The Scholar was Ashford’s introductory-
level wheel from 1989 to 1997. Most that we 
see are like the later Scholar Mark 2. Its 
treadle can be 
folded up for 
transport, after 
loosening the 
wingnuts on either 
side of the base. 
The Scholar was 
superseded by the 
Kiwi, but there are 
still many in use. 
 

3-105 Scholar 
wheel, Mark 1 

 

See chapter 5 on 
Ashford. 

 
3-103 Schofield wheel 

 

 
3-106 Scholar Mark 2 



 66 

 
3-107  Serena wheel 

 

 
3-109 Early Shearman wheel 

 
 

Serena  
Serena by Sleeping Beauty was designed by 
Alex Baillie as a basic economy model and 
supplied unfinished as a kitset. Though 
simpler in construction, with almost no 
turning and the footman passing through the 

table, they share 
with Thumb-
elina (below) the 
small table and 
widely splayed 
legs. 
 
See chapter 5 on 
Sleeping Beauty. 
 
3-108 Serena, 
side view 
 
 
 

 
Shearman  
Ron Shearman, of Marton in the North 
Island, began his career as a chairmaker and 
then a cabinetmaker, and later became a 
teacher of woodwork, engineering and 
technical drawing. He made his first wheel 
about 40 years ago. He says each takes 
around 100 hours of work. After 
experimenting with several designs he made 
about 40 of the first wheel shown.   
 
The second wheel is the result of many 
refinements and improvements, and has quite 
a sophisticated tension system with separate 
fine-tuning. This 
one has finials, 
extra pieces of 
turned wood 
inside the rim of 
the wheel 
between the 
spokes. The 
version with 
finials was called 
“Westminster”. 
Without the 
finials it was 
called “Regent”.  

3-110 Shearman Westminster  
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Shields  
Cecil (“Ces”) Shields of Heathcote, 
Christchurch, began making spinning wheels 
in 1969, and by 1977 he had made and sold 
192. The drive band was a twisted bootlace, 
and the weights in the wheel were made of 
lead from batteries, melted into round plugs. 
 

3-111  
Shields wheel 

 
3-112 Shields 
“square wheel” 
 
He made several 
versions of his 
wheel. In the 
picture at left he 
is spinning on a 
whimsical square 

wheel he made in 1977. He also made 
carders and other spinning equipment. He 
died in 1979. 

 
 
 
 
Smithies  
Harold Smithies (1911-2006) of Invercargill 
worked in the construction industry, and was 
very conversant with all kinds of metal 
framing. On his retirement in 1976 he began 
to make spinning wheels, using wheels of 
treadle sewing machines he found at the 
dump but making the remainder of the 
mechanism himself, mostly from metal. His 
records show that he made 90 in all. The 
height of the post (and thereby also the drive 
band tension and orifice height) is adjustable. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Sprite 
See chapter 5 on Pipy. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
3-113 Smithies wheel 
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3-114 Large and small Sutherland wheels 

 
 

  
3-116 (left) Early Suzie wheel 

3-117 (right) Later Suzie wheel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
3-118 (left)  
Suzie Professional 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sutherland  
Alec Sutherland of Atawhai, Nelson made 
wheels in the 1970s to early 80s. Some of his 
wood came from the nearby Wakapuaka tip. 
The spindle and flyer just sit on top of two 
grooved pieces of leather attached to the 
maidens. There is 
some variation in 
Sutherland 
wheels: the larger 
one in photograph 
3-114 has dif-
ferent turnings, 
whereas the 
smaller is only 
73cm tall (the 
others are both 
81cm). All have 
four legs, the 
back two close 
together.   
 

3-115 Back view of Sutherland 
 
 
Suzie 
Photograph 3-116 shows an early Majacraft 
Suzie (named by John Arlott after his 
youngest daughter). It has the double treadle 
but does not fold and the position of the flyer 
head is not yet adjustable.  
 
By at least 1994 it was folding and the flyer 
head had right- and left-hand options. 
 
Suzie now comes in three varieties. The 
Suzie Professional has a dark green wheel 
and whorl. The drive wheel is slightly larger 
and heavier with more weight at the rim, 
being designed for spinning smoothly for 
long periods. 
 
The Suzie Alpaca is based on the Suzie 
Professional, with a slow speed whorl for 
spinning lofty alpaca yarns. Cosmetic 
changes include an alpaca motif and a black 
painted drive wheel.   
 
See chapter 5 on Majacraft. 
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Thompson  
John Thompson of Christchurch made two 
wheels a year in the 1970s and 1980s. Both 
the wheels illustrated are mahogany and have 
a metal plate inscribed “J. Thompson 
Christchurch NZ”. The first has a single 
balance weight inset into the drive wheel. 
The one on the right is larger, and has 
different maidens and spindle bearings. It 
may be later, with its crisp, deep turnings. 

3-119 (left) Small Thompson wheel 
3-120 (right) Large Thompson wheel 

 
Thumbelina  
These were initially made by Baillie and 
Watts as part of the Sleeping Beauty range, 
probably in the 1970s. The mother-of-all is 
hinged to adjust drive band tension.   Both 
pictures show the little lever at the back of 
the mother-of-all. It is turned to the side to 
release the back maiden for changing 
bobbins. The drive wheel is made of a 
composite wood.  

3-121 (left) Early Thumbelina wheel 
3-122 (right) Another early Thumbelina 

 
Changes appear to have been made to the 
Thumbelina design even before Sleeping 
Beauty were taken over by Omana Industries 
in 1982. Soon the wheel rim was solid wood, 
the turning more elaborate, the mother-of-all 
a different shape and the legs not so splayed. 
The little pedestal on top of the table has 
gone. 
 

3-123 (left) Thumbelina by Omana 
3-124 (right) Another Thumbelina by Omana 

 
 However, the shape of the treadle, the 
groove(s) around the face of the wheel, the 
turning of the spokes and the orifice passing 
through the front maiden remain constant 
throughout Thumbelina’s history. The 
second two wheels pictured here are 
probably by Omana Industries, as they are 
identical to one shown in their leaflet, even 
down to the metal plate on the front which 
says “Sleeping Beauty/a craft product/made 
in New Zealand”. 
 

See chapter 5 on Sleeping Beauty. 
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Tiny Tim  
Majacraft’s original portable wheel, Tiny 
Tim is now superseded by their Little Gem. 
Tiny Tim folds easily and has a nicely made 
carrying handle. Some have a plainer drive 
wheel, without the deep grooves, and some 
do not have the built in kate. 
 

See chapter 5 on Majacraft. 
 

3-125 Tiny Tim wheel 
3-126 Tiny Tim, back 

 
 
Tom Thumb  
These wheels were made in the 1980s by 
Albie Thomas out of recycled kauri from an 
old tram barn in Manukau Road, Auckland. 
Some are unmarked but others have “Tom 
Thumb – Handmade from New Zealand 
Kauri” lightly carved on the underside of the 
treadle. I have also heard of one made of 
totara. 
 
Tom Thumb wheels can be used with either 
double drive or Scotch tension, and spin 
well. The mother-of-all can be folded over 
for travelling.   
 

 
3-127 Tom Thumb folded 

 

  
 

 
3-128  Tom Thumb 
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Traveller 
 The first Ashford Travellers looked like the 
one at right. They were made from 1977 to 
1979. After that the flyer assembly and its 
supports moved to one side, allowing the 

drive wheel to 
become a little 
larger. 
 
See chapter 5 on 
Ashford.  
 

3-129 (right) 
Traveller wheel 

Mark 1 
 

3-130 (left) 
Traveller, 
current style 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tui  
Tui wheels were developed by Karl Fomotor 
as a simpler version of the Peacock. The 
flyer arms are more curved than on the 
existing Peacock wheels, the post supporting 
the mother-of-all is in front of the wheel not 
behind and the sleeve by which its height is 
adjusted is plastic instead of metal. The 
footman passes through a hole in the table. 
 
See chapter 5 on Peacock. 
 

3-131 Tui wheel by  
Karl Fomotor (Peacock) 
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Tyler 
C.A. (Charlie) Tyler made little upright 
wheels like this one dated 1969, which is 
named “Carmela” and is apparently a little 
top-heavy and prone to tipping.   He also 
made another small wheel (“Trixy”) which I 
have had difficulty categorising. It will be 
found with the Saxonies, though some people 
consider it an upright. Better known are his 
large Saxony (chapter 2) and double table 
(chapter 4) wheels. 
 
See chapter 5 for  more on Tyler. 
 
3-132 Tyler wheel “Carmela” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warr 
Reginald Warr of Hawkes Bay made 25 or 
30 of these unusual wheels in the 1970s. He 
used various timbers. This one is rewarewa 
but he also used kauri, macrocarpa, tawa and 
(once) teak. The owner’s initials are carved 
in very big letters on the treadle (the first 
owner of this wheel was EW) and they are 
also marked with Mr Warr’s name or initials.  
 
3-133  
Reg Warr wheel 
(back) 
 
 
 
 

3-134  
Reg Warr 
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Weavejoy 
Weavjoy Looms of Portobello, Dunedin, 
produced various looms and a range of 
wheels in the 1970s. This one is made mostly 
of rimu and is heavier than it looks. There is 
no finish on the wood and the carpentry is 
quite rough, except for the flyer. Maker Peter 
Lawrenson also sold handspun, handwoven 
tweeds made by his company “Cottage 
Weavers”.   

 

 
3-136 Weavejoy flyer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wee Peggy  
Rappard devised the Wee Peggy as a kitset 
wheel. It is not very different from the Little 
Peggy (above) except that the front maiden 
does not extend above the orifice. This one 
was bought and assembled in 1978. 
 
See Chapter 5 on Rappard. 
 
3-137 Wee Peggy wheel 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3-135 Weavejoy wheel 
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3-138 Wee QT wheel 

 

 
3-139 Wee QT being packed 

 
 
 
 

Wee QT  
This unusual wheel was made by Linkwood 
Products in Waimate, South Canterbury. The 
only clue as to date is that it was advertised 
in The Web in June 1986. It is not known 
how many were made.  
 
Wee QT works on the “friction drive” 
principle – there is no drive band, but the 
edge of the whorl rests against the side of the 
wheel near the rim and is turned by friction 
as the wheel turns.  
 
The overall height of the spinning wheel is 
only 38cm. For transport it is packed into its 
little box, with the flyer assembly (which has 
only one arm) removed and fixed into the 
box separately. 
 
The Wee QT appears to be a rather close 
copy of a wheel formerly made by Louet in 
the Netherlands and still sought after in the 
US, the S40 “hatbox” wheel. 
 

 
3-140 Another Wee QT 
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Wendy  
Philip Poore (Pipy) designed the Wendy for 
easy transport, to be laid flat in the boot of a 
car – in fact it is said to be possible for a 
passenger in a Volkswagen to spin on a 
Wendy. It has a metal flyer frame (see 
chapter 6) and the tension is adjusted by 
turning the wooden ball.  
 

 
3-142 1969 Wendy with no taper pin 

 
There is a small difference between early and 
later Wendy wheels. Most, like the ones at 
right, have a taper pin near the front top of 
the hub which secures the central post and 
can be removed to take the wheel apart for 
shipping. The “peg” near the bottom of the 
hub is the threading hook. The earliest 
Wendys (like the 1969 one above) have only 
the threading hook, near the top of the hub, 
and cannot be dismantled. In 1981 a Wendy 
was priced at $223.66¢. 
 
Wendy was designed for double drive but 
can be adapted for Scotch tension or even 
bobbin lead. The wheel in 3-142 has the 
Tekoteko stamp and is signed P.B. Poore. 
The one in 3-143 was found in many pieces 
in a junk shop but has been reassembled and 
now spins very well. 
 
See chapter 5 on Pipy. 
 
 
Westminster 
See Shearman, above. 

 
3-141 Wendy wheel 

 

 
3-143 Wendy with Scotch tension fitted 
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Wildy 
See Carlisle, above. 
 
 
Wing 
Sidney Wing of Redcliffs, Christchurch, 
made quite a few of these (as well as double 
table wheels, chapter 4) in the late 1970s. 
Most have the plain rectangular table made 
in four pieces with the wheel let into it, like 
the two at left, but one has recently come to 
light with a table made of two pieces 
separated by turned spacers – similar to the 
way the Ashford Traveller is made, but the 
turning of the spacers is quite different.   
 
3-144 (top) Wing wheel 
 

 
3-145 (above) Wing with table spacers 

 
The wheel shown in 3-144 has two maidens 
and a conventional orifice. The one below 
has a Picardy-style flyer assembly with no 
front maiden, and a hook instead of an 
orifice.  The bobbin-holder is also differently 
arranged.  However, all three wheels are 
readily identified by the bamboo-like turning 
of the legs, a distinctive feature of practically 
all Wing’s wheels. The very square-edged 
treadle is also quite typical. 
 
3-146 (left) another Wing 
 
See chapter 5 on Colthart, Rudhall and Wing. 
 
 
Woodspin 
see Nagy, above. 


